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Steele House circa 1840-55
Ingleside ‘

Private

The Steele House is an example of a two-room
‘house plan rarely found in Queen Anne's County,
and is the only recorded example of a rear outshut.
The combination of double parlor plan with paired
entrance doors and the rear outshut catslide form
make this house unique in the countvy. Dating evidence
suggests it was constructed circa 1840-1855, evidently
a period of considerable growth and rrosperity in
Ingleside. Based on visible evidence, the rear outshut
is original; if not, it is certainly an early addition.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Irvin Steele House is located on the
northwest side of the Roe-Ingleside Road on the

western edge of Ingleside.

The Steele House is frame, 1 1/2 stories high

and four bays wide, with a double parlor plan and

rear outshut across the rear facade. Flﬁsh
chimneys are centered on each end of the steeply
pitched gable roof, which extends in a catslide
or saltbox slope to the rear to accommodate the
rear outshut.

The front facade faces southeast, directly
adjacent to the road. There are two doors in
the center of the facade and one 6/6 window to
left and right. Two 6/6 shed roof dormers afe
positioned on the second floor. The house is
covered with wood shingle siding and roofing,
and rests on a continuous brick foun@ation. The
eaves are boxed in but are otherwise left plain.
A one story open porch protects the majority
of the front facade.

The foundation does not run directly across
the west gable wall, but steps down almost to

ground level to the left of the chimney. There

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

is one 6/6 window to the left of the chimney on the
first floor and a pair of small windows flankingfthe
chimney on the second floor. A single four-light window
is the only opening in the west wall of the outshut.

The shingle siding and rakeboards are not early.

The center portion of the rear outshut has ﬁértially
collapsed. Evideﬁtly there were two batten doors near
the center of the wail, with two six-light windows to
the left and one to the right. There are two 6/6 shed
dormers on this facade. The roof changes pitch, softening
slightly over the outshut to allow mofe headroom at
the rear. The upper pitch of the roof has a layer of

corrugated tin roofing over the wood shingles. The

‘rear wall of the main house, covered by the outshut,

is sheathed with plain rough sawn weatherboards laid

flush. There is no evidence of weathering on this

sheathing and no evidence of rear windows, suggesting

that the outshut is an original feature, not an addition.
A single 6/6 window to the right of the chimney

is the only opening on the east gable. The brick

foundation extends to the rear corner of the main

house but drops down under fhe outshut. Plain

horizontal weatherboards are visible under the present
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

wood shingle siding.

The interior consists of a double parlor plan with
two additional rooms in the narrow outshut across the
rear. The east "parlor" serves as a kitchen, while the
west room is slightly more formal and doubtless served
as the hall. The rear cells‘éppear to have funcfioned
as service and storage, and may also have provided extra
chambers if needed. The east parlor has a chimney on
the east gable wall with a relatively simple mantel.
This consists of a board surround with a flattened ogee
backband and a shelf with a Greek ogee molded edge.

An enclosed winder stair to thg right leads to the second
floor.

The west parlor is.similér, with a chimney centered
on the gable wall and an enclosed winder stair to the
left. The mantel is identical to the east mantel but
has a crude shelf added at a later date. The area above
the mantel is paneled with vertical keaded boards,
adding a small touch of refinement. The front doors

in both parlors are typical of the 1840's and 1850's,

~with two vertical panels and flattened ogee panel molds.

The rear doors are constructed of vertical beaded boards

and beveled battens and are hung on butt hinges.
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

The second floor is divided into two rooms, each
reached by a separate stair oﬁ the gable wall. A
narrow door in the partition between these two rooms
appears to have been cut in Iater, in which case the
second floor rooms were originally segregated.

Simple handrails at the top~;f both stairways aﬁd
beaded trim boards on the dormer window wells are the
only concessions to.decoration;

The roof of the main house is constructed of common
rafters set at a pitch of 47°. They are half-lapped
‘and nailed at the ridge with machine nails and rest on
flat false plates supported by the floor joists. Light
collar beams are half-lapped and machine nailed to each
rafter pair, serving as ceiling joists. The plaster
on both the first and second floor is applied to
machine sawn lathing nailed with machine nails.

The floor level of the rear lean-to is three
steps lower than the floor of the main house. The
present flooring is laid on circular sawn sleepers
which are badly deteriorated. These joists'do.not
appear to be original, and may replace an earlier wood
floor or a dirt floor. The outshut has been partitioned

to form a small room to the east and a long narrow
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

room to the west. This parti;ion cuts across one of
the doors in the rear wall of the outshut and mﬁst
therefore be a later insertion. The walls and ceilings
of these two rooms are lined'Qith horizontal flush
board sheathing. A careful-éxamination of the plaster
walls of the main house reveals no evidence of géar

windows. The roof of the outshut is constructed with

whip sawn rafters at a pitch of approximately 38°,
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
we—PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __.COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ~—CONSERVATION —LAW _SCIENCE
—1500-1598 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY ~.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
.1800-1899 ~COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X 1500- ~COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY: —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ) BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Steele House is an example of a two-roonm
house plan rarely found in Queen aAnne's County,
and is the only recorded example of a rear outshut.
The combination of double parlor plan with paired
entrance doors and the rear outshut catslide form
make this house unique in the county. Dating
evidence suggests it was constructed circa
1840-1855, evidently a period of considerable
growth and prosperity in Ingléside;v Based on
visiblé;evidence, the.rear 0u£Shut is oéiginal; .

if not, it is certainly an early addition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 8/28/80
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Field Notebook QA-XVI: Recorded May 26, 1980.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Marvland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Irwin Steele House
Ingleside, Maryland
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980
Front facade from South







QA-70 Irwin Steele House
Ingleside, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
View from North
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